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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



To Ilis Excellency, William D. Stephens, 
Oovemor of California. 

Sir: We have the honor to submit herewith a '* Bulletin of Infor- 
mation for Immigrants/' which it is the intention of the Commission 
to publish in such foreign languages as will make it of the greatest 
service to new arrivals from foreign lands. 

This bulletin has been compiled after a careful study of the Complaint 
Register of the Commission covering a period of six years. From the 
register we have been able to learn what matters mo8t frequently cause 
trouble for our foreign bom people. The way to avoid such difficulties 
is explained in the simplest possible manner in the Bulletin in the 
hope that it may serve to prevent many of the foreign bom from 
becoming similarly involved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

COMMISSION OF IMMIGRATION AND HOUSING 
OF CALIFORNIA. 
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1. THE COMMISSION OF IMMIGRATION AND HOUSInC/ :/ 

^ 

The Commission of Immigration and Housing of California is 
a department of the state government created and existing for the 
purpose of investigating all things affecting immigrants and to provide 
for the care, protection and welfare of immigrants within the state. 
All of its work and all assistance given by it are entirely free of 
charge. The Commission will gladly cooperate with and assist in all 
proper ways any person or agency engaged in aiding or educating 
immigrants or protecting them from injustice, fraud or exploitation. 

The main ofSce of the Commission is located at Boom 214, Under- 
wood Building, 525 Market Street, San Francisco. 

Offices of the Commission are also maintained at the following places : 

Los Angeles — 526 Union League Building. 

Sacramento — 419 Forum Building. 

Stockton — City Council Chambers, City Hall. (Mondays and 

Thursdays.) 
Fresno — 227 Bowell Building. 
Bakersfield — Arlington Building. (Wednesdays and Thursdays.) 



2. IMMIGRATION INTO UNITED STATES. 

The Commission of Immigration and Housing of California has no 
authority to encourage immigration into the United States. If you 
want information to assist friends or relatives who are thinking of 
coming to the United States, go or write to the office of the United 
States Commission of Immigration and give the names, ages and 
residences of your friends or relatives, and your own name and address 
as well. 

The offices of the United States Immigration Commission in Cal- 
ifornia are located at the following places: 

Los Angeles, California — 

Room 509 Federal Building. 

San Diego, California — 

Room 230 Federal Building. 

/Son Pedro, California — 

State Bank of San Pedro Building, Sixth Street. 

Calexico, California — 

Heffernan Avenue, at international line. 

Tia Juana, California — 

Office at international line. 
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Oftmpo, California — 
No street address. 
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Andrade, California — 

Southern Pacific Depot. 

Yumay Arizona — 
No street address. 

Fresno, California — 

Boom 317 Cory Building^ corner J and Fresno Streets. 

San Luis Obispo, California — 
Room 5, 981 Monterey Street. 

San Francisco, California — 

Main OflBce, Angel Island Station; Branch OflSce, Room 62 
Appraiser's Building, Sansome and Washington Streets. 

Sacramento, California — 
Post Office Building. 

Eureka, California — 

Post Office Building. 



3. IF YOU ARE IN TROUBLE. 

All immigrants who wish information, or who feel that they have 
been wronged, abused or defrauded, are asked to come in person oi 
to write to the nearest office of the Commission. The Commission 
will furnish information and will aid all in obtaining justice, free of 
charge. 

4. BUYING FARM LANDS. 

Immigrants who are thinking of buying farm lands should cal 
upon or write to the office of the Commission of Immigration anc 
Housing for free information and advice. 

(a) The Commission cooperating with the Agricultural Departmen 
of the State University will furnish without charge general infoi 
mation regarding agricultural lands; and 

(6) It will make an investigation and free report to any immigran 
concerning any particular tract of land which he may have visite( 
and which he contemplates buying. This report will cover the agri 
cultural possibilities of the land and its accessibility to markets. I 
the immigrant states his previous experience, his financial conditioi] 
and gives other information which may be requested by the Commissioii 
the report will also give advice as to the wisdom of buying the pre 
posed land. 
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No purchase or contract to purchase land should be made or entered 
into until the immigrant knows the nature of the land, its true money 
value, and that the land belongs to the one who proposes to sell it. 



5. LOSS OF BAGGAGE. 

When you travel on a train, steamer or stage line, you may carry 
some baggage with you. This may be ** checked" at the baggage room. 
A baggage check with a certain number is attached to each trunk, 
suitcase, or other article, and another check, with the same number, 
is given to you. When you arrive at the end of your journey present 
this check at the baggage room, where you leave the train. Do not lose 
the check and do not present it at any other office except at the station 
to which your ticket entitled you to go. 

If your baggage is lost, destroyed, stolen or detained, go or write 
to the office of the Commission of Immigration and Housing for 
assistance. 
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6. SICKNESS IN YOUR FAMILY. 

If some member of your family is sick and you have no friends to 
help you, send word to the city or county health officer or to the 
Associated Charities. The county clerk at the court house can tell 
you where to find the health officer. If you live outside of a city, send 
word to the county supervisor of the district in which you live. 



7. IF YOU ARE HURT. 

If you are hurt in an accident while you are at work, you should 

report to your employer at once. In most cases your employer is 

required by law to see that you are cared for by a doctor and to pay 

your medical and hospital expenses. If, as a result of such accident, 

you are unable to work, your employer should also pay to you a part 

of your wages during the time that you can not work after the first 

seven days of your incapacity. If you are accidentally injured while 

you are employed as a domestic servant or in any kind of farm work, 

you are not entitled to such medical treatment or wages as you are in 

other cases as explained above. If you do not receive proper medical 

treatment, or if you do not receive the amount of compensation or 

wages which you feel that you are entitled to, you should apply to 

the Industrial Accident Commission of the State of California. You 

do not need an attorney for this purpose. If you can not go to see 

the Commission, write a letter or have a friend write a letter for you, 

giving your name, your occupation, the number of hours a day and 

the number of days a week which you worked, and the amount of 

wages which you received by the day, week or month; your address, 

your age, the name of your employer, the name of the doctor who 

treated you, the nature of your injury, how it happened, the names 

of the people who saw the accident and the date on which it happened. 

The Industrial Accident Commission has offices at the following 

places : 

San Fraiicisco — Room 307 Underwood Building, 525 Market Street. 
Los Angeles — Room 405 Union League Building. 
Fresno — ^Room 308 Rowell Building. 



THE PLACE IN WHICH YOU LIVE. 
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8. CONVENIENCE. 

The question of your house should be considered together with the 
question of your place of work. It is well to have the two not too 
far apart, but do not try to live very near your work if this means 
a neighborhood where there is not enough light and air and sunshine. 



9. THE CARE OF YOUR LIVING PLACE. 

Keep your rooms or your house and the yard around it clean. Let 
plenty of fresh air into your house, especially in the rooms where you 
sleep. Help to keep the streets, parks and playgrounds near your 
house clean and free from rubbish, garbage, trash and old papers. 

Do not let rubbish, garbage or manure accumulate in your yard. 
Do not let water stand under your house or in the yard. Those things 
cause sickness and may cause the death of yourself or your children. 

If the house you live in is a hotel, lodging house or tenement house, 
and if there is anything the matter with the water supply or the sewer 
connections, toilets or kitchen sinks, or if the house is out of repair 
so that the lives or health of the people who live in it are endangered, 
you should report the matter to the health ofiicer of the city or county 
iu which you live. 

If the insanitary conditions are not remedied, notify the Commission 
of Immigration and Housing, giving full information about the build- 
ing or buildings complained of, together with the name of the official 
to whom the information was previously given. 



WORK. 



BULLETIN OP INFORMATION FOR IMMIGRANTS. 23 



10. GETTING A JOB. 

If you want work and can not find it go to the nearest office of the 
Public Employment Bureau of the State of California. Offices are 
maintained at the following places: 

San Francisco — 

Men's Department, 933 Mission Street. 
Women's Department, Pacific Building. 

Los Angeles — 

Men's Department, 206 Court Street. 
Women's Department, 207 South Broadway. 

Oakland— 401 Tenth Street. 

Sacramento — 

Men's Department, 915 Second Street. 
Women's Department, Forum Building. 

Fresno— 916 H Street. 

San Jose — 176 South Market Street. 

Stockton — 200 South San Joaquin Street. 

Chico— 409 Third Street. 

MarysvUle — 412 Second Street. 

If you go to a private employment agency, do not pay any money 
to it until you get your job and until you know that the kind of work, 
wages and length of employment are the same as you were promised. 
Do not sign any contract with an employment agency until you know 
what the contract says. Sometimes these contracts require you to pay 
a large part of your wages as a fee for getting you a job. The Public 
Employment Bureau of the State of California does not charge you 
anything. 



11. WHEN YOU GET A JOB. 

When you have been hired to work be sure to learn at once the 
name and address of the company or other employer for whom you 
are working. If you work under a foreman, a boss or a superintend- 
ent, learn his name also. Find put when you start to work, the 
amount of money which you are to receive for your work, the number 
of hours during which you will be required to work, what you are 
tto be paid for overtime work, if anything, and if board and lodging 
or either are to be provided for you. Find out also when your wages 
are to be paid. Write down in your note book the date on which 
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you started to work, and be careful not to lose your time check or 
identification card, if they are given to you. If you do lose them apply 
at once for duplicates. 



12. FEDERAL LABOR CONTRACTS. 

If you have been brought into the United States under a federal 
labor contract you should learn, in addition to the things just named, 
the provisions of the contract under which you have come to this 
country, especially as to your right to stay in this country, how 
long you must work under the contract, and what other things you 
must do in order to carry out your part of the contract. Also what 
you must do in order to secure transportation back to your native 
country at the end of your employment. 



13. WAGES. 

You are entitled to be paid your wages every fifteen days that you 
work. If you are discharged, your wages are payable at once. If 
you quit work, your wages are payable in three days after you quit. 
If you give notice three days before you quit, then your wages are 
payable when you quit. In case of a strike, your wages up to the 
beginning of the strike are payable on the next regular pay day. 

If you have any trouble about collecting your wages, go to the ofiSce 
of the State Bureau of Labor Statistics or to the district attorney. 
The district attorney can be found at the court house. The State 
Bureau of Labor Statistics has oflSces at the following places : 

San Francisco — 948 Market Street. 
Los Angeles — 220 Union League Building. 
Sacramento — 306 Forum Building. 
San Diego — 441 McNeece Building. 
Fresno — 307 Rowell Building. 



14. LABOR CAMPS. 

In the State of California it is unlawful to maintain a labor camp 
in which the living conditions are below a certain standard set by 
the Camp Sanitation Law. Camp operators are required to see that 
certain living accommodations are provided for the workers. The most 
important of the rules governing these accommodations are as follows: 



BULLETIN OP INFORMATION FOR IMMIGRANTS. 25 

(1) Sleeping places for all employees must be so constructed as to 
give shelter against heat, wind and cold and to keep out dampness. 

(2) Comfortable bunks or beds must be provided for all employees. 

(3) Thiere must be good drinking water. 

(4) Places to bathe near the camp and convenient for use of employ- 
ees must be provided. These places must be kept clean and well 
drained. (Quarters provided for bathing during cold weather should 
be enclosed and heated and warm water should be provided.) 

(5) Clean and sanitary privies or toilets are required. Openings 
of shelters and pits of privies must be screened. 

All camps and the grounds around them must be kept in a clean 
and sanitary condition and must be well drained. Some responsible 
person must be appointed to do this work. The following things 
particularly must be done: 

(1) Sleeping places must be kept clean and free from vermin, dirt 
or filth of any kind. 

(2) Sleeping places must not be crowded; at least 500 cubic feet 
of air space must be allowed for each employee. 

(3) All places where food is prepared, cooked or eaten must be 
kept clean and all openings in such places must be screened. No 
persons are permitted to sleep in any place where food is cooked, 
prepared, stored or served. 

(4) Dirt, filth, or garbage must not be allowed to accumulate at any 
place in the camp or in the grounds surrounding it. 

(5) Such garbage, kitchen waste and rubbish must be placed in 
covered cans which must be emptied at least once a day. Then the 
contents must be burned, buried or otherwise properly disposed of. 

(6) Drainage from kitchen sinks must be carried through covered 
drains to a sewer, covered cesspool or septic tank. 

If any person knows of a labor camp in the State of California 
which does not comply with the law, he is requested to write to the 
oflSce of this Commission giving full information about the camp. An 
inspector of the Commission will make a prompt investigation and 
see that the camp is put in proper condition. 

Rules for camp sanitation will be sent to any person on request. 
Camp operators are invited to cooperate with the Commission in 
securing clean, healthful camps. Better workers and more work will 
be the result. 
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LEGAL MATTERS. 
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15. IF YOU ARE ARRESTED OR PUT IN JAIL. 

If you are arrested on any charge except murder, you have a right 
to give bail and secure your release. You also have a right to have 
a lawyer eome to see you at- once. Do not hire any lawyer who comes 
to see you in jail unless you have sent for him yourself. Good lawyers 
do not go to jail looking for eases. Do not hire any lawyer who is 
recommended to you by other prisoners or by the officers. If you 
think that your lawyer is charging you too much or is not taking 
care of your case properly, write to the Commission of Immigration 
and Housing and tell all about it. 



16. LAWYERS. 

There are many good lawyers and some bad ones. Sometimes men 
pretend to be lawyers who have no right to practice law. Sometimes 
lawyers cheat their clients. If you have been imposed on or cheated 
by such persons, you should report them to the Immigration and Hous- 
ing Commission. 

A lawyer who comes to you and asks you for business is not a good 
lawyer. 

If you need a lawyer and do not know a good one, inquire of several 
of your friends until you find one who has a reputation for being 
honest. 

Don't hire a lawyer who tells you that he can do something dis- 
honest for you. Such lawyers and their clients always get caught 
before long. 

If you need a lawyer and have no money to pay for his services, 
go to the Legal Aid Society in San Francisco, or to the Public Defender 
in Los Angeles. 



17. INTERPRETERS. 

Sometimes immigrants are imposed upon by interpreters. If you 
are called into court, it is well to take an interpreter with you so that 
you will be sure that the court knows what you mean, and so you 
may be sure that the official interpreter or the interpreter for your 
opponent is giving a correct interpretation of the evidence. A person 
does not need to be a professional interpreter in order to interpret 
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well. Many times boys of your own race who are attending high school 
make good interpreters. But you must be very careful that the person 
you select does not impose upon you while pretending to be your friend. 
Do not hire a professional interpreter who has a reputation for 
being dishonest. You may think that he is giving you the advantage 
when he is really working against you. Do not hire ati interpreter 
who is recommended by any person whom' you do not trust. If you 
pay money to any person or have any understanding or agreement 
with him, be sure that everything is talked over when all parties are 
present. Sometimes interpreters tell their clients that large sums 
of money must be paid for some purpose, and then keep the money 
themselves. If you know of any interpreters who are such imposters, 
you should report them to the Immigration and Housing Commission. 



18. GOING INTO COURT OR GOING TO LAW. 

Do not go to law at all unless you have to. If you get into trouble 
about domestic or business affairs, and can not settle it without assist- 
ance, go to the Immigration and Housing Commission and see if it 
can not be peacefully adjusted. 
Abraham Lincoln said: 

''Discourage litigation. Pursuade your neighbors to compromise 
whenever you can. Point out to them how the nominal winner 
is often the real loser — in fees, expenses and waste of time." 

If someone does wrong to you, and you do not know whether he 
should be arrested, go to the office of the Immigration and Housing 
Commission and get advice. 



19. LEGAL PAPERS OR COURT PAPERS. 

If an officer or other person gives you any papers from court, go to 
the county clerk or to the Commission of Immigration and Housing 
at once and find out just what they are. You may get into serious 
trouble if you wait. 



20. JUVENILE COURT. 

The Juvenile Court is the friend of the children. Its purpose is 
to help children who get into trouble, so that they will not become 
criminals and have to go to jail. This court is willing to give a boy 
or girl another chance, as long as it will do any good. 



BULLETIN OF INFORMATION FOB IMMIGRANTS. 31 

Grown people who teach children to do things which get them into 
trouble are very severely punished. If you know of any persons who 
are bad examples for your children or for other children, report them 
to the Juvenile Court officer. If you are having any trouble with your 
children, talk it over with the Juvenile Court officer. 

The county clerk at the court house will tell you where to find the 
Juvenile Court judge and the Juvenile Court officer. 



21. SIGNING PAPERS. 

Do not sign your name to any paper until you know what it says. 
If you do, you may suffer a great loss. If you can not read and 
understand the paper, get some competent person to read and explain 
it to you. The interpreter of the Commission of Immigration and 
Housing will be glad to do this for you. 



22. CONTRACTS OR AGREEMENTS. 

If you make a contract or agreement with another person in regard 
to matters of business of any kind it should be in writing. In this 
way you can be sure that you really agree. Many lawsuits would be 
avoided if people understood each other better at the beginning of 
their negotiations. Be sure, however, that the paper states exactly 
what you mean and remember not to sign any such paper unless you 
know what it says. 

If you get into trouble over a contract the Commission of Immigra- 
tion AND Housing may be able to help you. 



23. PARTNERSHIPS. 

Sometimes people have trouble over partnerships. If you have a 
partner, be sure that both you and your partner understand just what 
each of you is supposed to do in the business, and how the accounts 
are to be kept. Most partnership troubles can be avoided if the agree- 
ment is carefully drawn up in writing. 
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24. INJURIES TO PERSON OR PROPERTY. 

If you or your property are hurt in any manner by a street car, 
automobile, truck, or in any other way, on account of the negligence 
of any person, you may be entitled to damages or other relief. Do 
not sign any receipts or releases or other papers until you find out 
what your rights are. The Commission of Immigration and Housing 
can advise and help you in such cases. 



25. HOTEL AND LODGING HOUSE BILLS. 

If, after staying at a hotel or lodging house, you should give up 
your room and leave without paying your. bill or making arrangements 
with the proprietor to pay it, you would be guilty of a crime and on 
complaint being made you would be arrested and fined or imprisoned. 

Sometimes a hotel or lodging house keeper is dishonest and will try 
to charge you more than the price you agreed upon in the beginning. 
If you feel that you have been wronged in this manner, write or come 
to the ofiice of the Commission for advice. 



26. ALIEN INCOME TAX. 

Foreign bom people in the United States, who are not actually 
residing here, are required by the laws of the United States, to pay 
a special income tax. If you do actually live and intend to maintain 
your residence in the United States, then you may sign a certificate 
in a form provided by the United States government claiming that 
your residence is in this country. These certificates can be secured 
at the oflSce of the Internal Revenue Collector in the Federal Building. 
If you will inquire at the post oflSce where you live you can find 
the nearest office of the Internal Revenue Collector. When you have 
signed one of these certificates you are then required to pay only the 
same taxes as are American citizens. Many foreign people refuse to 
sign these certificates thinking that if they do they become American 
citizens. This is not the fact, as you can only become a citizen by 
becoming naturalized. If you do not sign this certificate you will 
have to pay larger taxes. 
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27. BUSINESS OR PEDDLER'S LICENSE. 

Before you can start in business in a store or as a peddler, it is 
usually necessary to get a license. These licenses will be found at 
the o£Sce of the City clerk or at the office of the county clerk. If you 
do not go to see these officers first, you may be arrested and fined or 
imprisoned. 



28. HUNTING AND FISHING. 

No person is allowed to catch fish or kill wild birds or animals in 
California until he has a license. This license can be secured at the 
office of the county clerk in each county and at most large hardware 
stores. You must then carry the license with you whenever you go 
to hunt or fish. 

Some fishes, birds and animals must not be killed at any time, and 
others can be killed only in limited numbers and in certain months 
of the year. The county clerk will give you a paper telling all about 
this, if you ask him for it. 

No person is allowed to keep wild birds or animals in captivity 
without a special permit. Any person who violates any of these pro- 
visions of law is guilty of a crime. 

License fees are higher for aliens than for citizens. When you 
become naturalized you will then have to pay only the smaller fee 
required of citizens. 



29. MOTOR VEHICLES. 

All persons who drive motor vehicles (automobiles and motorcycles) 
must have licenses to do so. There are many laws governing the 
use of motor vehicles and you should not try to drive one until you 
have learned these laws. If you do you may commit a crime and be 
fined or imprisoned. 



HOME MATTERS 

AND 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS. 
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30. MARRIAGE LICENSES. 
The laws of the United States require that a marriage license ahall 
be secured before people can marry. This license can be had at the 
office of the county clerk. 



31. SUPPORT OF CHILDREN. 

It is the duty of every father and mother to support their children. 
If any person having the ability to do so refuses to provide food, 
clothing, shelter, or necessary medical attention for his minor child, 
he is guilty of a crime, and can be placed in prison, or forced to 
work to support such child. If a man is the father of a child by a 
woman to whom he is not married, he is required to support the child 
just the same. 



32. SUPPORT OF WIFE. 
Any man who fails to provide for his wife when she is unable to 
work ot provide for herself, or when she has children to care for, is 
guilty of a crime and may be put in prison or forced to work to pro- 
vide for his wife. 



33. TROUBLE BETWEEN HUSBAND AND WIFE. 
If you are having family trouble of any kind, the Commission of 
Immigbatton and Housing will help you. Do not go to see a lawyer 
until you have £rst told the investigator of this Commission 8 
the trouble. 



34. SUPPORT OF PARENTS. 
It is the duty of every child to assist in supporting his 
infirm parents. Any person who has the ability to do so, « 
fails or refuses to care for his parents, is guilty of a crime « 
be fined or imprisoned. 
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35. INSURANCE. 

Every man with a family should carry life insurance. No matter 
how difficult it may be for him to pay the premiums, he should use 
his extra money in this way even before he begins to save. It is 
unfair to have the wife and children suffer if the man of the family 
loses his life or is unable to work because of illness. 

There are many kinds of insurance giving protection against loss 
by reason of death, sickness, injury, fire and many other causes. Some 
insurance companies are very reliable and others are not. Some in- 
surance agents are honest, while others will try to cheat you. Before 
you sign an application for insurance you must be sure that. you know 
what the application says, so that you will be sure to get the kind of 
insurance you wish. When your application has been received by 
the insurance company, then an insurance policy will be delivered to 
you. This policy is your contract with the insurance company. Bead 
it carefully to see that it contains the provisions promised by the agent. 
If it does not give you the kind of insurance which you ordered, go to 
see the insurance company at once and have the matter adjusted. The 
Insurance Commission of California will be glad to advise and help 
you in getting insurance or in adjusting any misunderstanding about it. 

The office of the Insurance Commission is at 201 Sansome Street, 
San Francisco, California. 



I 



MONEY MATTERS. 
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36. BANKING AND SAVING YOUR MONEY. 

If you wish to put your money away for safe keeping, where you 
can get it when you need it, you can deposit it in a bank. Many 
people have **commereiar' or ** checking*' accounts at these banks so 
that they can give checks on the bank account. These checks are as 
good as money so long as there is money in the bank. It is a crime 
to give any person a check if you have not the amount of money in 
the bank. 

Many people have ** savings" accounts in these banks. Banks pay 
interest on savings accounts, usually at the rate of 4 per cent. In 
other words, banks pay you for the use of your money, just as if 
you were to lend money to some person. This is a good way to get 
ahead, to save money to buy a home or a business. 

You can also deposit your money at the post office. The United 
States government pays interest on money deposited at the post office 
at the rate of 2 per cent. Ask the postmaster for the postal savings 
department. 

Don't give your money to any of your friends to keep, and don't 
hide it away, for it may be lost or stolen or burned. If you put it 
in a bank or in the post office, then it is safe. 



37. CHANGING YOUR MONEY INTO UNITED STATES CURRENCY. 

If you wish to exchange money of a foreign nation for that of the 
United States, inquire at any national bank. If the bank will not 
exchange your money, the Commission of Immigration and Housing 
will give you advice about private exchange agencies. 



EDUCATION. 
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38. LEARNING ENGLISH. 

Learn the English language. A man who does not know the lan- 
guage of the country in which he lives is like a man who is deaf 
and dumb. You can not develop your ability, you can not advance 
in business, you can not take part in government, unless you know 
your new country's language. It is not fair to yourself and not fair 
to the country in which you live not to be able to speak to your neigh- 
bors or read the newspapers or understand the lectures and talks which 
are given in your neighborhood. 

There are also other reasons for learning the language. If you can 
speak English, you will not need interpreters and they can not impose 
on you. If you can read English, you can read all papers which you 
must sign and no one can defraud you. If you can write English as 
well as read it and speak it, you can get much better work to do and 
can also become a naturalized citizen. 



39. EDUCATING YOUR CHILDREN. 

All children should be given the best education possible. Then they 
will be able to live happily and make good wages. They will also 
be able to be good citizens and take part in the government. Most 
criminals are men who have not been educated. 

Free schools are provided by the state for everyone, and every person 
has an equal opportunity to learn. 



40. ATTENDANCE OF CHILDREN AT SCHOOL. 

Children between eight and sixteen years of age are required to 
attend school and parents are required to send such children to school. 
Parents who fail to do so may be punished by fine and imprisonment. 

If a child is sick and unable to go to school, get a certificate from 
a doctor and file it with the clerk of the school board or board of 
education. 

Sometimes children under sixteen years are permitted to work. 
Such permission can be procured from the superintendent of schools, 
at the city hall or county court house. A permit will not be granted 
except in case of great need. 

If your child will not go to school, go to the attendance officer. He 
will be glad to help you. He would much rather have you come to 
see him, than to have to go to see you. 
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The county clerk at tlie court house can tell you where to find the 
attendance officer or any other officer whom you wish to see. 

Children over fourteen years of age, who are graduates of grammar 
schools and who have been granted work permits, together with 
children between sixteen and eighteen years, who have not completed 
a four-year high school course or its equivalent, are required to attend 
special classes maintained by the nearest high school within three 
miles of the residence of such children. Information regarding these 
classes can be obtained from the principal of the high school or from 
the county superintendent of schools. 



41. HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES IN ENGLISH. 

Free special classes are maintained by high schools. All adults 
are eligible to these schools, and any person between 18 and 21 years 
of age who can not read, speak or write English as well as is required 
for the completion of the sixth grade of the elementary schools of 
California, is required by law to attend one of these special classes. 
Go to the high school nearest to your home. 



42. LIBRARIES. 

Reading good books is one of the best ways to get an education. 
There are many public libraries in this state which provide good books 
free, both in English and in foreign languages. 

The reading of English books helps you to learn to speak English. 
Until you learn to read English, read good books in your own language, 
but add books in English as quickly as you can, even if you must 
read very slowly and use the dictionary to help you. 

Nearly every county in the state has a public library with branches 
scattered in every little settlement. Ask the librarian for good books 
about the things in which you are interested. 



GOOD CITIZENSHIP. 



V 
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43. CITIZENSHIP AND NATURALIZATION. 

Those persons who are born in the United States are citizens. Others 
may become citizens after five years residence by satisfying certain 
educational JEind other requirements. This is called naturalization. 

Schools are provided by the State of California at which any person 
may secure the necessary education to become a naturalized citizen. 

Further information about these schools, and as to what must be 
done to become a citizen, can be secured at the nearest high school 
or from the Commission of Immigration and Housing. 



44. RESPECT FOR OFFICERS. 

In the United States the officers are representatives of the people, 
chosen by the people to do certain work. If you respect these officers 
and do not hinder them in their work, they will be better able to 
do that work properly. If you interfere with them or make conditions 
unpleasant for them, they can not do their work properly for the 
people. If you hired a man to work for you, you would not try to 
prevent him from doing his work. It would be equally foolish for 
us to interfere with our officers or be disrespectful to them. 



45. PREVENTION OF CRIME. 

Do not try to settle your troubles by fighting or violence. You 
can not settle them in this way, and if you try to, you will probably 
get into jail. Discourage others from fighting or using violence of 
any kind. In the United States there is a proper way and a proper 
place to settle all disputes peaceably. If you wish to be a good citizen 
and take part in the government you must find out and use the proper 
means of settling such disputes. Bring your troubles to the Commis- 
sion of Immigration and Housing. If it can not settle them for you, 
it will tell you how to do so. 
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